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The Early Learning Facilities Program
• This program is funded by the Washington Legislature to address the 

critical need for early learning opportunities for children from low-
income households.

• Legislation
• Intent RCW 43.31.565
• Eligible Activities RCW 43.31.577

• Goals
• Support Washington’s commitment of developing high quality early learning 

opportunities for children. 
• Minor renovations to improve health and safety for children in early learning 

facilities. 

• Funds Distribution
• Grant funds are provided as a reimbursement to costs incurred by the grantee
• All grant funds will be secured with real estate, typically through a deed of trust 

to ensure the public benefit of the funds is achieved for at least 10 years
• Commerce can only reimburse for expenses incurred after the date of the award 

letter.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.31.565
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.31.577
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Health and Safety Minor Renovation Eligibility

• Non-profit organizations

• For-profit businesses

• Public entities

• Public school districts, 
private schools, and 
charter schools

• Tribes
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ELF Health and Safety Program Eligibility
• Applicants must currently be or intend to be

• Licensed through the Department of Revenue to 
conduct business in Washington State

• Registered with the Secretary of State, if applicable.

• Licensed with DCYF

• Prepared to coordinate with contractors to ensure 
state prevailing wage is being paid (LNI Prevailing 
Wage Look\up)

• ECEAP/WCCC enrollment is not required

• Expansion is not allowed

https://dor.wa.gov/open-business/apply-business-license
https://lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/public-works-projects/prevailing-wage-rates/
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Funding Availability

• The Capital Budget designated 
$5,000,000 for the Health and Safety 
round for minor renovations
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Health and Safety Minor Renovation Funds 
Available

• Minimum Request Amount:

• $10,000.00

• Maximum Request Amount*

• $200,000.00

• * Family home requested funds may not 
exceed 50% of the current tax assessed 
value of the home
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ELF Health and Safety Overview – Estimated 
Timeline

Estimated

Timeline
Activity

February 1, 2024 7:00 AM PDT Applications open

February 22, 2024 5:00 PM PDT
Pre-Applications Received by Deadline 

(no exceptions)

February 24 - March 1, 2024
Pre-Applications reviewed for eligibility; General 

Application released to eligible and non-eligible notified

April 16, 2024 5:00 PM PDT
General Applications Received By Deadline 

(no exceptions)

Mid April – End of June 2024 Applications Reviewed & Scored

July 2024 Awarded Applicants Selected

August 2024 Awards Announced

• Commerce reserves the right to change the timeline without notice.



Online Application 
Instructions
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Online Application Instructions
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Online Application Instructions
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Online Application Instructions-ZoomGrants
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Online Application Instructions-ZoomGrants

Pre-Application:
Tab 1: Application Summary Tab

Tab 2: Pre-Application Questions

General Application:
Only Available After Pre-Application Submitted and Approved

Tab 3: General Application Questions

Tab 4: Budget

Tab 5: Tables (for responding to questions #28 & #29

Tab 6: Documents

Refer to the Program Guidelines document on the Early Learning 
Facilities website for additional detail



Grace Ssebugwawo, Community Funded ECEAP 

Alisha Burkett, DCYF Licensing Process

• dcyf.providerportal@dcyf.wa.gov

• dcyf.welcome@dcyf.wa.gov

mailto:dcyf.providerportal@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:dcyf.welcome@dcyf.wa.gov
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DCYF’s Mission, Vision, and Values

Department of Children Youth and Families 

Mission: Protect children and strengthen 
families so they flourish.

Vision: All Washington’s children and youth grow 
up safe and healthy—thriving physically, 
emotionally, and educationally, nurtured by 
family and community.

Values: Inclusion, Respect, Integrity, 
Compassion, Transparency
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DCYF and ELF Minor renovation  program intersection 

Department of Children Youth and Families 

DCYF/ ELF 

Meeting  
quality  

requirements 

Healthy  and 
safety 

High quality 
learning 

environment 

Addressing 
facilities  

inequities 
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Extreme Childcare Desert

A zip code without available 

childcare surrounded by zip codes 

without available childcare.

In 2019 DCYF identified 35 

extreme childcare deserts  

Department of Children Youth and Families 
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Childcare Need and Supply Data

Department of Children Youth and Families 

Child Care Need and Supply  Data 

Capacity  includes;  

• Early  ECEAP ,  
• ECEAP ,  
• Head Start,  
• Child care  Centers  
• Family  homes 
• Family , friends  and 

neighbors 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/oiaa/reports/early-learning-dashboards
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Child Care Need and Supply Data
Adams, Island, and  Lincoln counties

Department of Children Youth and Families 

Child Care Need and Supply Data. 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/oiaa/reports/early-learning-dashboards/child-care-need-supply-data
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DCYF Support and Pre-Licensing Services 

Department of Children  Youth and Families 

DCYF supports  ELF grant 
recipients by offering technical 
assistance and resources. 

Technical assistance focus areas:

Site selection and feasibility

Facility design 

Plan Reviews

Licensing requirements

Licensing processes
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Accessing DCYF Support

Department of Children Youth and Families 

Make a 
Plan

Plan 
Review 

Initiate 
Project

Evaluate 
Progress



Language Support and 
Technical Assistance
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Language Support

Department of Children Youth and Families 

DCYF has partnered with Imagine Institute:
• (English) The Imagine Institute is available to provide language assistance in the applicants 

preferred language. Please contact The Imagine Institute at 206-492-5249 or 

email CCSG@imaginewa.org

• (Spanish) El Imagine Institute está disponible para brindar asistencia lingüística en el idioma

preferido de los solicitantes. Comuníquese con The Imagine Institute llamando al 206-492-

5249 o envíe un correo electrónico a CCSG@imaginewa.org

• (Somali) Waxay Imagine Institute diyaar kuula tahay in ay bixiso caawimaad luuqadeed

codsadayaasha arjiga luuqada ay doorbidayaan. Fadlan la Xariir Imagine Institute ee 206-492-

5249 ama emayl CCSG@imaginewa.org

mailto:CCSG@imaginewa.org
mailto:CCSG@imaginewa.org
mailto:CCSG@imaginewa.org
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Technical Assistance

Department of Children Youth and Families 

• ZoomGrants assistance:
• questions@zoomgrants.com
• https://www.zoomgrants.com/about-us/request-technical-help/
• 866-323-5404 x4

• Program Related Questions:
• earlylearningfacilities@commerce.wa.gov

• DCYF – ECEAP related questions:
• DCYF.ECEAP@dcyf.wa.gov

• Contact your licensor for licensing related technical assistance

mailto:questions@zoomgrants.com
https://www.zoomgrants.com/about-us/request-technical-help/
mailto:earlylearningfacilities@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:DCYF.ECEAP@dcyf.wa.gov
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Sign Up for Email Updates

ELF Website + Sign Up for Email Updates

Questions?

Email us at earlylearningfacilities@commerce.wa.gov

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FELFProgram&data=05%7C01%7Ckristin.ramos%40commerce.wa.gov%7C02e23d58ff5e4c75544508db97640255%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638270228014651703%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CxA3ouObRUCWF%2Bm34%2FZCmQKJw4RyLpt%2B5M88Ue79J1A%3D&reserved=0
mailto:earlylearningfacilities@commerce.wa.gov
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