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Category: Integrating planning 
 

Topic: Human Health and Wellbeing in the Growth Management Act 

Issue Overview: Fully planning cities and counties across Washington State must engage in comprehensive 

planning that addresses several required and optional elements. A Road Map to Washington’s Future (Road Map I) 

called for creation of a new goal in the GMA focused on human health and wellbeing that every city and county 
would use as a guidepost when developing policies and development regulations.  

Problems: 
 

➢ Elevation of issue. Human health and well-being is impacted by virtually every decision jurisdictions make on 

managing growth but is not formally identified as a goal. 
➢ Previous recommendations: The Road Map to Washington’s Future (Roadmap I) identified the 

recommendations below. The Task Force has an opportunity to develop specific language and outline the 
approaches that state agencies could take when developing guidance. However, adding new goals does not 

result in implementation. 

 
 

Preliminary recommendation options: 
 

1. Consider developing a new planning goal to the GMA on human health and well-being. If a goal is put 

in place, the Task Force could identify where in the GMA human health and well-being could be implemented. 
2. Consider encouraging human health and well-being focus in Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs).  

3. Provide option for Departments of Health and Commerce to develop guidance and tools. This could 
include a guidebook and potential for state agency assistance with analysis and implementation.  

 

How these problems are impacting people/groups: 
 

➢ As the past two years of the COVID-19 pandemic have shown, human health and wellbeing is tightly linked to 
every aspect of how our communities are planned and developed. There is also a tight link between equity and 

human health and well-being, so the equity and human health issues should be examined in conjunction with 

each other. 
 

Statutory changes:  

 
➢ RCW 36.70A.020 – planning goals 

➢ RCW 36.70A.210 – countywide planning policies 
 

Budgetary impacts: 

➢ Adding Commerce and/or Health assistance and collaboration would have a budget impact. 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.210
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

Road Map to Washington’s Future – p. 101 

HUMAN HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
Protecting human health is a key purpose named in the GMA, SMA, and SEPA, and provides a policy basis for much of the 

regulatory and programmatic structure of these and other state laws. Recent research and practice in planning, civil 

engineering, and public health have explored ways to address the health implications of public policies that shape the built 

environment and impact the natural environment.     

Public health professionals across the state have created tools, such as healthy community planning programs and health impact 
assessments, to advance public health in the design and implementation of land use plans and infrastructure including schools, 

parks, state highways, county roads, and city streets. The Washington State Department of Public Health (DOH) has explored 

the links between community health and the environment, and mapped health disparities in Washington.    
• Add a Planning Goal to the GMA on Human Health and Well-Being.  Elevate and fund the implementation of human 

health and well-being as a goal in growth management planning and implementation, including the design and location 

of transportation and other infrastructure, land use plans, and development regulations. 

• Prepare a “comprehensive planning and civic design for public health” guidebook to assist state agencies and local 
governments on ways they could factor human health and well-being into updating their comprehensive plans, and the 

design and implementation of capital facilities such as state highways, county roads, city streets, and public parks. This 
could be a joint effort of the Departments of Commerce and Health, in consultation with tribal governments, state 

agencies, local governments, public health professionals, and county public health departments. 

 

Category: Integrating planning 

 

Topic: Human Health and Wellbeing in the Growth Management Act 

 

New statutes or revision to existing statutes?     New ☐     Revision☒ 

 

Complexity – time to develop recommendations: Low  ☒     Medium ☐        High  ☐ 

 

 

Are the required changes technical, substantive, or both? Technical changes alone could be run 
through working groups primarily, while substantive changes (new GMA comp plan elements, for 

example) would have to be worked extensively through the Task Force. 
 

Technical  ☐                                           Substantive  ☒ 

 

 

Is this issue based on recent legislation?  Yes ☐        No ☒ 

 

 

If yes, link to the most recent legislation. 
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Vision 2050 
P. 62: Land use, transportation, economic development, and human health are interconnected and therefore require integrated 

planning, regulations, and implementation actions. For example, the region’s transit and trail systems can provide access to both 
jobs and to the region’s open spaces, which support rural economies and the health of urban residents. Trees and vegetation 

provide habitat for pollinators, which in turn support the region’s farm economy and food systems. 

 

 


