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American Planning 
Association - Hazard 
Mitigation Policy 
Guide 

This Policy Guide discusses the differences 

and the tension between adaptation, 

response, and recovery.  

• “Planning for hazards before they 

strike can help answer questions in a 

more effective and efficient 

environment that can aid in both 

preparedness for hazards and 

coordination before, during and after 

disasters.” 

Page 7, Section 2 has policy guides for Inter-

relationships Between Plans, Development 

Codes, and Ordinances 

• “By placing greater emphasis on 

integrating hazard mitigation into state 

and local plans, development codes and 

land-use ordinances, some of the negative 

impacts of disasters may be avoided or 

reduced.” 

FEMA - Plan 
Integration: Linking 
Local Planning 
Efforts 

• “Plan integration is the process by 

which communities look critically at 

their existing planning framework and 

align efforts with the goal of building a 

safer, smarter community.”  

• “Plan integration involves a two-way 

exchange of information and 

incorporation of ideas and concepts 

between hazard mitigation plans 

(state and local) and other community 

plans. Specifically, plan integration 

involves the incorporation of hazard 

mitigation principles and actions into 

community plans and community 

planning mechanisms into hazard 

mitigation plans.” 

• “Awareness and identification of 

hazards in the comprehensive plan 

can help the community avoid 

developing in areas where 

infrastructure and buildings would be 

put into harm’s way.”  

• “Coordinating with the comprehensive 

plan can provide a mechanism for 

implementing the mitigation goals, 

objectives, policies, and actions in the 

hazard mitigation plan beyond federal 

mitigation grants and recovery 

operations”. 

Page 15, Part 2 - Integration of Hazard 

Mitigation Principles into Comprehensive Plans 

• “Part 2 provides examples of integrating 

hazard mitigation principles into various 

elements of the comprehensive plan (land 

use, transportation, housing, disaster 

preparedness and safety, environmental 

management, open space and recreation, 

urban design and retrofit, etc.). Examples 

of goals and corresponding actions and 

policies are included. For each plan 

element, develop goals and policies (less 

specific) or actions (more specific) to 

incorporate hazard mitigation principles.” 

• “Hazard mitigation principles can be 

integrated into the comprehensive plan 

through the incorporation of information: 

1) into each plan element, 2) as a separate 

stand-alone element, or 3) as an annex or 

appendix to the comprehensive plan.” 

https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy_resources/policy/guides/pdf/hazardmitigation.pdf
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy_resources/policy/guides/pdf/hazardmitigation.pdf
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy_resources/policy/guides/pdf/hazardmitigation.pdf
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy_resources/policy/guides/pdf/hazardmitigation.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1440522008134-ddb097cc285bf741986b48fdcef31c6e/R3_Plan_Integration_0812_508.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1440522008134-ddb097cc285bf741986b48fdcef31c6e/R3_Plan_Integration_0812_508.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1440522008134-ddb097cc285bf741986b48fdcef31c6e/R3_Plan_Integration_0812_508.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1440522008134-ddb097cc285bf741986b48fdcef31c6e/R3_Plan_Integration_0812_508.pdf
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FEMA - Integrating 
the Local Natural 
Hazard Mitigation 
Plan into a 
Community’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

• “FEMA developed this guidebook to 

explain and demonstrate how to 

integrate natural hazard mitigation 

concepts into local comprehensive 

plans.” 

• “Comprehensive plans establish 

policies that are intended to guide a 

community’s day-to-day land use 

decisions and capital facilities 

expenditures. These policies have a 

major impact on whether people and 

property are exposed to natural 

hazards as well as the extent to which 

they are vulnerable to injury and 

damage.”  

• “Therefore, it is imperative that these 

policies are based on best available 

hazard data (acknowledging known 

data errors or gaps), including the 

nature of local hazards, the 

vulnerability of people and property, 

and the potential destruction that can 

be caused by these hazards.” 

• “Integrating the natural hazard 

mitigation plan into the 

comprehensive planning process can 

help ensure communication and 

collaboration occurs between 

planners and emergency managers to 

make certain that the appropriate 

hazard assessment information is 

considered during future land use and 

development planning.” 

Pages 6-10, The “How To” of Natural Hazard 

Mitigation Plan Integration  

• “Natural hazard mitigation can be 

integrated into the comprehensive plan 

through the incorporation of information 

and or mitigation strategies into each plan 

element or as a separate stand-alone 

element.  Possible methods of integration 

are described for each of the elements 

found in a typical comprehensive plan.” 

• “The primary goals of implementation, as it 

relates to natural hazard mitigation, should 

be to keep future development out of 

known hazard areas, prevent hazards from 

affecting existing developed areas, and 

strengthen existing development to resist 

hazards.” 

Pages 20-21, Washington - Authorities and 

Regulations for Comprehensive Planning 

• “All counties and cities are required to 

address critical areas, including frequently 

flooded and geologically hazardous areas, 

regardless of whether they are required to 

adopt a comprehensive plan. Accordingly, 

the land inventories, data, and other 

findings from this critical areas planning 

should be incorporated into local 

comprehensive plans.” 

Pages 49-50 – Case Study, City of Chehalis  

• “The City of Chehalis Comprehensive Plan 

(2011) incorporates hazard mitigation by 

including the City’s Flood Hazard 

Management Plan in the document and by 

integrating mitigation principles and hazard 

information in other plan chapters, such as 

the Natural Environment, Land Use, and 

Housing chapters. The Comprehensive Plan 

describes flood, landslide, erosion, and 

seismic hazard areas and provides maps to 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1388432170894-6f744a8afa8929171dc62d96da067b9a/FEMA-X-IntegratingLocalMitigation.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1388432170894-6f744a8afa8929171dc62d96da067b9a/FEMA-X-IntegratingLocalMitigation.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1388432170894-6f744a8afa8929171dc62d96da067b9a/FEMA-X-IntegratingLocalMitigation.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1388432170894-6f744a8afa8929171dc62d96da067b9a/FEMA-X-IntegratingLocalMitigation.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1388432170894-6f744a8afa8929171dc62d96da067b9a/FEMA-X-IntegratingLocalMitigation.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1388432170894-6f744a8afa8929171dc62d96da067b9a/FEMA-X-IntegratingLocalMitigation.pdf
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delineate wetlands, floodways, floodplains, 

earthquake hazards, seismic hazards, 

volcanic hazards, and steep slope hazards. 

The Future Land Use Map also includes a 

critical areas overlay which includes 

wetlands, floodways, and steep slopes.” 

Pages 51-52 – Case Study, City of Hoqiuam  

• “The Hoquiam Comprehensive Plan (2009) 

discusses flood, tsunami, erosion, landslide, 

and seismic hazards in the Background 

Information section. This includes 

descriptions of hazard areas, hazard 

characteristics, and hazard history. Maps of 

flood zones, tsunami hazard zones, 

liquefaction zones, and susceptibility to 

earthquake damage by site class zones are 

also included. It also includes land use 

action steps that address these hazards.” 

Pages 61-62 – Appendix, Hazard Mitigation and 

Comprehensive Plan Integration Scoring Tool 

Comprehensive 
Plans and Flood Risk 
-  A Resource Guide 
for Nebraska 
Communities 

• “Community comprehensive plans 

should analyze the context of flood risk 

including the local hazard, the people 

and infrastructure at risk, and the 

natural areas that provide flood 

protection.” 

• “Overall, goals in comprehensive plans 

should focus on protecting the existing 

areas, buildings, and facilities located in 

floodplains and prevent future 

development in flood prone areas.” 

Pages 3 -5, Data and Factual Base 

• Resources for gathering information/data 

Pages 7-8, Goals to Consider  

Page 11, Policy Recommendations and 

Incentives  

Pages 13-15, Stormwater Management, Public 

Facilities and Infrastructure, Disaster Recovery, 

and Emergency Preparedness Policy 

Recommendations  

Planning for Hazards 
– Land Solutions for 
Colorado 

• “This guide provides detailed, 

Colorado-specific information about 

how to assess a community’s risk of 

hazards and how to implement several 

land use planning tools and strategies 

for reducing a community’s risk.”  

Webpage - Addressing Hazards in Plans and 

Policies  

• Safe Growth Audit – “The audit enables a 

community to evaluate the positive and 

negative effects of its guidance on existing 

and future growth on hazard vulnerability 

by reviewing the comprehensive plan, 

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/Comprehensive_Plans_and_Flood_Risk.pdf
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/Comprehensive_Plans_and_Flood_Risk.pdf
https://planningforhazards.com/home
https://planningforhazards.com/home
https://planningforhazards.com/home
https://planningforhazards.com/addressing-hazards-plans-and-policies
https://planningforhazards.com/addressing-hazards-plans-and-policies
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• A few tools that are more broadly 

applicable are noted in the next 

column.  

 

zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations, 

capital improvement plan/program, and 

infrastructure policies.” 

Webpage – Comprehensive Plan  

Webpage – Planning Tools and Strategies, 

Summary Table  

FEMA & the 
American Planning 
Association - Hazard 
Mitigation: 
Integrating Best 
Practices into 
Planning 

• “While a stand-alone mitigation plan 

might be better than no plan at all, 

there are good reasons why local 

hazard mitigation plans should be 

linked to other community planning 

activities, particularly land-use 

planning. “ 

• “The most important is that, unlike the 

comprehensive plan, the local hazard 

mitigation plan has no legal status for 

guiding local decision- making 

regarding capital expenditures or land 

use.” 

Page 23, Integrating Hazard Mitigation 

Throughout the Comprehensive Plan 

• Page 30, A series of principles for 

managing development so as to reduce 

local exposure to hazards 

• Page 32 – 38, Which Elements Matter?  

• Page 39, Table 3.2 -  Potential 

Relevance of Disaster Types to 

Mitigation Provisions in Comprehensive 

Plan Elements 

FEMA - Integrating 
Hazard Mitigation 
Into Local Planning 

• “The purpose of this document is to 
provide succinct and practical 
information to local government 
officials on how to best integrate 
hazard mitigation into the full range of 
community planning activities.” 

Pages 2-4, Table 2-1 - Opportunities and 

Benefits of Integrating Hazard Mitigation into 

Local Planning 

Pages 3-3 to 3-9, Opportunities for Integration 
Into Your Community Planning 

Framework 

• “Integrating hazard mitigation goals into 

comprehensive plans can elevate the 

importance of hazard mitigation 

throughout the planning framework.” 

• “Consider including hazard identification, 

risk assessment information, and hazard 

mitigation goals in the comprehensive 

plan.” 

Page 5-10, Case Study 9. Integrating Hazard 

Mitigation Into a Local Comprehensive Plan: 

https://planningforhazards.com/comprehensive-plan
https://planningforhazards.com/planning-tools-and-strategies
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1739-25045-4373/pas_560_final.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1739-25045-4373/pas_560_final.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1739-25045-4373/pas_560_final.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1739-25045-4373/pas_560_final.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1739-25045-4373/pas_560_final.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1908-25045-0016/integrating_hazmit.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1908-25045-0016/integrating_hazmit.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1908-25045-0016/integrating_hazmit.pdf
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The American Planning Association’s Growing 

Smart Legislative Guidebook 

• “The table shown on the following pages is 

intended to illustrate how hazard 

mitigation may be integrated into a local 

comprehensive plan. It provides a 

description of the purposes of the various 

elements of a local comprehensive plan 

according to the American Planning 

Association’s Growing Smart Legislative 

Guidebook. A third column, “Potential 

Hazard Mitigation Elements,” has been 

added to the table to highlight the 

relationship between existing federal 

requirements for local hazard mitigation 

plans and each mandatory or optional 

element included in APA’s model 

authorizing  legislation for local planning.”  

Page 6-1, Fact Sheet: Building Community 

Resilience by Integrating Hazard Mitigation 

Page A-1, Appendix A: How to Use the Safe 

Growth Integration Tool 

 


